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WEEK 9 WORKSHOP, 2022 

 
Logistical notes 

 
Almost there!  
 
We are now in the home stretch of Semester 2. With less than a month to go in the semester, I 
want to encourage you to keep up with the course as best you can, take care of yourself, and 
make sure to take advantage of ANU’s resources if you feel overwhelmed or under the weather.  
 
As for the combined reviews and proposals…I’m still marking them. I’ll let you know as soon 
as I am done. Realistically this will be next Monday, when I will then turn to marking 
proposals. 
 
 

Breakout groups   
  

Part 1. Readings 
 
Open your electronic or paper copy of Humphreys’ 2005 article we read for this week. Turn to 
pages 519-520. Please reread the section “Disaggregating the Explanatory Variable.”  
 
1. What are the names of the two rival mechanisms Humphreys (2005) uses as part of his 
example of two simultaneous but independent mechanisms connecting national oil sales and 
conflict? 
 
2. What side of tax revenues does each mechanism focus on? 
 
3. What two observable indicators of each revenue stream does Humphreys (2005) suggest 
matches each mechanism? 
 
4. Humphreys (2005) does not include explicit hypotheses for these mechanisms. How would 
you write hypotheses for the observable implications of the two mechanisms using the 
observable indicators you found for question 3? 
 
5. Do the results reported in Tables 1 and 2 (pp. 525-6) support either mechanism? If so, how? 
 
 

Part 2. Theoretical implications 
 

Let us turn now to the lecture and the empirical implications of the mechanisms covered this 
week. US Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis wrote in the opening of his book “Other 
People’s Money” that “[s]unlight is said to be the best of disinfectants.”  
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However, let us be a bit contrarian for a moment.  
 
6. Do you think an argument could be made that less transparency about resource rents (or 
other revenue flows) might help political stability? 
 
7.Why or why not (e.g. what causal mechanisms might be at play)? 
 
8. Can you think of (or find) any examples of your mechanism at work? 
 
  
  


