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2  |  T H E  A U S T R A L I A N  N A T I O N A L  U N I V E R S I T Y  

I. COURSE OVERVIEW 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have the knowledge and skills to: 

 

1. Identify and explain how environmental conflicts and human security are inter-related; 

2. Analyse the tensions between interests and values of a diversity of actors involved in contemporary 

conflicts over resource access; 

3. Demonstrate knowledge of a specific case of conflict, through the application of the concepts and 

analytical frameworks introduced in the course; 

4. Identify the impact on human security of different alternatives for conflict resolution. 

 

Assessment Summary 

 

Assessment task Value 
Linked  

learning outcomes 
Due date 

Workshop participation 10% 2 n/a 

Mid-term literature review, 1,500 words  30% 1 Wed of week 6 

Essay proposal, 500 words 10% 3, 4 Wed. of week 9 

Final essay, 2,500-3,000 words 50% 1, 2, 3, 4 1
st
 week of exam period 

 

 

Course Outline 

 

Week   Summary 

 

Section 1: Defining terms, actors, and interests 

Week 1  Introduction, course overview, and conflict 

Week 2  Economic development and economic instability 

Week 3  Political institutions and instability 

Week 4  Environmental change and scarcity 

   

Section 2: Causes 

Week 5  Population 

Week 6  Migration 

  Teaching break (no class) 
Week 7  Water 

Week 8  Food 

Week 9  Natural resources 

Week 10    Natural disaster   

   

Section 3: Responses  

Week 11  Domestic responses 

Week 12  International cooperation 
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Source:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ug.html

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ug.html


Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/by.html 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/by.html


Source:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ve.html



Source:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/as.html

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/as.html


Source:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ja.html

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ja.html
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Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/european-union/youth-unemployment-rate



Spain, 2012 — Unemployment rate by gender & age
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“[T]he power of  population is indefinitely greater than the 
power in the earth to produce subsistence for man.”  

Thomas Malthus 1798 “An Essay on the Principle of  Population” (Chapter 1)
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“No famine has ever taken place in the history of  

the world in a functioning democracy.”  
Development as Freedom (1999:152)
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Amartya Sen
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All directly or indirectly 
related to population size



Low population density can encourage relative resource 
abundance, which can have a mixed effect on conflict. 

High resource abundance can lead to relative resource scarcity. 

Certain distributional characteristics of  populations can affect 
resource scarcity and conflict. 

Populations can affect conflict dynamics.

25

How can population dynamics  
affect resource scarcity & conflict?
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Goldstone (2016: 459) suggests that state breakdowns in 
Europe, China, and Middle East from 1500-1850 came 
from a single process. 

Population growth led to changes in prices, shifting 
resources, and increased social demands on relatively 
inflexible economic and political structures. 
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88 The English Revolution

Pop. (millions) Wheat price index 

Figure 1. English population and prices, 1500-1800 

Note: Wheat prices are shown as an index of decade-average prices, adjusted so that 
prices in 1641-1650=4.0. 

Throughout the early modern period, prices, particularly grain prices, 
rose and fell in close harmony with population change. It is easy to see 
why population increase would raise the price of food. With limited 
supplies of land and fixed technology, grain output could respond only 
slowly to rising population. Thus when population was growing, de-
mand would tend to exceed supply and prices would rise. 

But population growth would also increase the supply of labor. Thus 
we might expect that the cost of labor (i.e., wages), and of manufactured 
goods heavily dependent on labor, such as cloth, would go down. What 
actually happened in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, how-
ever, is that the price of both food and manufactured goods rose, al-
though food prices rose much faster. 

The source of this general rise in prices is much debated. Yet a new 
consensus is emerging that change in the velocity of money, rather than 
in bullion imports, allowed the general price level to rise (Miskimin 
1975; Riley and McCusker 1983; Riley 1984; Lindert 1985; Glassman 
and Redish 1985; Goldstone 1984, forthcoming). Very briefly, popu-
lation growth in the early modern period brought with it greater urbani-
zation and economic specialization; these trends in turn brought changes 
in the density of exchange and an expanded use of credit, which greatly 
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Figure 6. French population and prices, 1650-1790 

1780 

in Alsace during the eighteenth century, and Palmer (1977) notes a simi-
lar increase in Le Nord in the years after 1750. There was also consid-
erable growth in Langedoc; Freche (1974, 311) reports an eighteenth-
century increase of 50-60 percent in the vicinity of Toulouse. This was 
not because people were actually reproducing far more rapidly in the 
north and south, and not at all in the west. Instead, this pattern most 
likely reflects migration from poorer areas to the wealthier regions of 
the northeast and the Midi as people searched for work. Dewald (1987, 
46), studying patterns of village endogamy in upper Normandy, reports 
that the fraction of marriages in his sample in which both partners were 
from the same village fell from 73 percent during the period 1685-1694 
to 49.5 percent in the period 1780-1789. 

Demographic change involved aspects other than mere population 
growth. The population grew markedly younger, as each new generation 
was slightly larger than its forebears. In 1700 the ratio of those aged ten 
to twenty-nine years to those aged thirty and over was probably not 
more than 6:10, so that the dominance of the older adults over the 
younger was clear. By 1750, the ratio had risen to 8.6:10 and stayed 
near 8:10 for the remainder of the century. Thus the late eighteenth 
century was a period in which the fraction of younger adults, relative to 

20 

20 
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358 The Ottoman Crisis and Ming-Qing Tr ansit ion

Figure 15. Chinese population and prices, c. 1500-1800 

Note: Population is estimated to have increased slightly in the first quarter of the 
seventeenth century, then fallen, as shown by the broken line (see text). 

There is, however, an important regional pattern for the Ottoman 
case. The Ottoman Empire had three main parts: the Balkan region of 
Europe, the Anatolian peninsula {modern Turkey}, and the Arab lands 
of North Africa and the Middle East. Detailed discussion of the third is 
beyond the scope of our analysis, but the contrast between Anatolia and 
the Balkans is worth noting. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
Anatolia was most pressed by population growth, while the Balkans, 
which were then recently conquered and devastated by war, had more 
available open land to settle. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
this pattern reversed: Anatolia, parts of which had been devastated by 
the crisis of the seventeenth century, recovered quite slowly, while popu-
lation growth in t',e Balkans rapidly increased. Thus, in the later period 
it was the Balkans that felt the greater impact of demographic increase. 
And as I discuss shortly, political rebellions followed the same pattern, 
centering in Anatolia during the seventeenth century and in the Balkans 
during the nineteenth. 

For both the Ottoman Empire and China, the available evidence 
strongly indicates that the population growth of the sixteenth century 
was not accompanied by comparable growth in agriculture. In Ottoman 
Anatolia, cultivated acreage apparently increased by only 20 percent 
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142 The English Revolution

Figure 3. Political demography of early modern England: Basic Relationships 

of these three indicators is graphed (as normalized Z-scores) in figure 
4. Clearly, each set of scores is somewhat higher in the early seventeenth 
century than in earlier or later periods; however, the changes are not of 
remarkable proportions. 

In any case, the crucial factor making for state breakdown is not that 
any one of these factors was high. After all, states survive bouts with 
bankruptcy, elite divisions, and popular disorders when they occur sepa-
rately. My claim is that the mid-seventeenth century was exceptional in 
that all of these factors, being driven by the underlying force of popu-
lation growth in the preceding century and a half, created a synergistic 
stress that caused the breakdown of state power. In terms of a causal 
model, such a synergistic combination can be represented by an inter-
action effect. Thus, if our model of the origins of the revolution is correct, 
we should find that the interaction product 

1Jr = Fiscal Distress X Mobility/Competition 
x Mass Mobilization Potential 

rises to a distinctive peak in the mid-seventeenth century, unmatched by 
a similar rise in either the sixteenth or eighteenth centuries. I have named 

State
Fiscal Distress

Prices

Population Elite Mobility
Competition

Mass
Mobilization

Potential
(Real Wages,

Urban Growth
And Age Structure)
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THREE 

State Breakdown in 
Early Modern Europe: 
The French Revolution 

Les specialistes persistent a ignorer le role aggravant que Ia 
pression demographique a pu jouer dans Ia crise de ['ancien 
regime. 

[The specialists persist in ignoring the aggravating role 
that demographic pressure may have played in the crisis of 
the ancien regime.] 

-jacques Dupfiquier 

A. THEORETICAL CONTROVERSIES, DEMOGRAPHIC AND 
ECONOMIC TRENDS 

EXPLAINING THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

Since 1789 the French Revolution-whether viewed as a model to emu-
late or as a menace to avoid-has been at the center of debates on 
political change. It is unfortunate, then, that students of politics who 
look for an explanation of why the French state fell in 1789 now receive 
no clear answers from historians. 

For many years the dominant explanation was that the revolution 
stemmed from a social crisis (Mathiez 1928; Mazauric 1970; Soboul 
1975; Godechot 1970; Kaplow 1965). Long-term changes in France's 
economy that increased the importance of capitalist practices and en-
terprises, and spawned distinctive bourgeois entrepreneurs, clashed with 
political and status systems that remained traditional. But the evidence 
for a "bourgeois revolution" has been progressively crumbling under 
severe criticism for several decades (Chaussinaud-Nogaret 1975; Cob-
ban 1964, 1967; Doyle 1972; Eisenstein 1968; Forster 1963, 1971, 
1976; Furet 1971, 1981; Furet and Richet 1970; Root 1982, 1987; G. 
Taylor 1964, 1972a, 1972b). Behrens (1985, 9) has recently remarked 
that "there is in fact no major item in the catalogue of long-term causes 
generally held responsible for the Revolution that is now left standing." 
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FOUR 

State Breakdown in 
Early Modern Asia: 
The Ottoman Crisis and the 
Ming-Qing Transition 

[T]he population of the Ottoman Empire increased consider-

ably in the sixteenth century .... [T]his increase in popula-

tion exceeded the increase in the area of cultivated land. This 

can be accepted as the underlying cause of social imbalance 

and disorder. 
-Halil Inalcik 

The harm of overpopulation is that people are forced to 

plant cereals on mountain tops and to reclaim sand-

banks .... All the ancient forestry ... has been cut down and 

the virgin timber land of the aboriginal regions turned into 

farmland. Yet there is not enough for everybody. This proves 

that the resources of Heaven and Earth are exhausted. 
-Wang Shiduo 

We have now examined in some depth the classic state breakdowns of 
early modern Europe. I have argued that these events were not due to 

the growth of capitalism, or to fortuitous combinations of circumstan-
ces. Instead, they were caused by the incapacity of agrarian economies, 
and of their attendant social and political institutions, to cope with the 

pressures of sustained population increase. Clearly, if this argument is 

sound, it should be just as valid for agrarian-bureaucratic states outside 
of Europe. 

This chapter examines two state breakdowns that occurred in Asia 
contemporaneously with the "general crisis of the seventeenth century" 
in Europe: the Ottoman crisis in Asia Minor, and the Ming-Qing tran-

sition. From 1590 to 1610, and again from 1622 to 1628, much of Asia 
Minor was lost to the control of the Ottoman Empire. While the central 

government suffered from financial crises, factional divisions, and cor-
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Industrialized agricultural growth has outpaced human need. 

Therefore, the resources of  heaven and earth have clearly not 
yet been exhausted.  

Does this suggest that the modern world is systematically 
different than that Goldstone’s case studies and at lower risk 
of  demographically induced instability?  

Lecture question #1
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2. Population pressures & conflict
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Image source: http://www.aboutrwanda.com/rwanda-climate-and-geography/

3. Environmental factors & Rwanda’s genocide





Percival & Homer-Dixon (1996: 271) think “environmental 
factors do not provide an adequate explanation of  the 
genocide in Rwanda.” 

38



Percival & Homer-Dixon (1996) argue that demand and 
supply scarcity existed, but it was not structural as incomes 
were rather evenly distributed (Gini=.26). 

“Urban areas had few opportunities for employment, and 
rural-urban migration was restricted after the onset of  the 
civil war. Migrants had little choice but to move to and settle 
in hillside areas.”  

(Percival and Homer-Dixon 1996: 280)

39



H1: High levels of  grievance 

H2: Transition from authoritarian rule 

H3: Manipulation of  ethnic identity 

H4: Elite insecurity in the context of  the Arusha Accords

40

Percival & Homer-Dixon (1996) hypotheses
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Figure 4: Elite Insecurity in the Context of the Arusha Accords

of Hutu extremism,&dquo; which explains the large number of moderate Hutu
targeted by the militias. A hypothesis centered on the multiple forces
contributing to elite insecurity provides a more powerful explanation of
the genocide.

HYPOTHESIS 4: ELITE INSECURITY
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ARUSHA ACCORDS

The most plausible explanation of the recent conflict, outlined in
Figure 4, is a combination of the three hypotheses above. Elite or regime
insecurity plays a central role in this synthesis.

Job, in his recent work on the insecurity dilemma 14 faced by develop-
ing states, emphasizes the importance of distinguishing between the
state and the regime when analyzing conflict in the developing world.
The state has two sets of relations with its environment: external relations
with other states and internal relations as its constituent institutions

organize, regulate, and enforce interactions among groups within its
territory. The norms of international law guarantee that the external
relations of the state are rarely threatened, but control of internal rela-
tions is often contested by various segments of society.

The regime is the set of individuals that has gained control of the
state’s internal relations. In developing societies, the regime usually

13. The prime minister designate at the time of the conflict, Faustin Twagiramugu (who
is now prime minister), was a Hutu from the south. The government perceived him as an
enemy (Hilsum, 1994, p. 15).

14. The insecurity dilemma results from competition among various forces in develop-
ing societies. This competition means less effective security for all or segments of the
population. Therefore, the capacity of centralized state institutions to provide services and
order is lower, and the state and its citizens are more vulnerable to outside influence,
intervention, and control (Job, 1992, p. 18).

 at Australian National University on July 12, 2016jed.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

Source: Percival & Homer-Dixon 1996: 286



Demand-induced scarcity resulting from population growth 

Supply-induced scarcity from degradation of  resources 

Structural scarcity because of  unequal distribution

42

Population pressures lead to resource scarcity
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Third World Quarterly, Vol 21, No 3, pp 441– 456, 2000

How multilateral development
assistance triggered the conèict in
Rwanda

REGINE ANDERSEN

ABSTRACT Previous to the genocide in Rwanda in 1994, multilateral develop-
ment agencies promoted three different strategies in the country. These were
economic structural adjustment programmes, the multiparty democratisation
process and the peace negotiation and implementation process (in co-operation
with the OAU). In this article, I propose that these three strategies had contradic-
tory and mutually negating effects on each other, and that they in combination
contributed to a weakening of the regime. The conclusion is that these strate-
gies—despite the best intentions—triggered the conèict. The article ends with a
discussion of lessons to learn with regard to the role of multilateral development
agencies in crisis prevention.

In April 1994 a conèict evolved into some of the most brutal massacres the
world has ever seen. This occurred despite the presence of multilateral develop-
ment aid organisations and banks, bilateral aid agencies and international NGOs,
and after massive efforts at peace negotiation. Many researchers have analysed
the events in order to énd out how this could have happened and why the peace
efforts failed, but so far only a few have focused on the role of development aid
organisations during the period leading up to the outbreak of conèict. The most
comprehensive contribution on this issue has been delivered by Uvin (1998),
who highlighted the linkages of aid to the underlying structural dimensions of
conèict in Rwandan society, and documented how aid organisations failed to
take action as the human rights situation rapidly deteriorated in the years up to
1994. In addition to Uvin, Scherrer (1997) showed how development aid was
used to énance the preparations for genocide in the same period. Among others,
Klinghoffer (1998) documented how bilateral French and Belgian military aid
was provided to Rwanda up to 1994 and the French even continued arming the
interim government after recognising that genocide was taking place and after an
embargo was imposed by the UN Security Council. From another angle,
Chossudovsky (1996) and Storey (1999), among others, examined the effects of
economic structural adjustment programmes on the conèict in Rwanda, in
different ways concluding that the programmes indirectly inèuenced the conèict
situation. Scherrer (1999) showed how the externally induced democratisation
efforts of the early 1990s, under conditions of permanent emergency, led to the

Regine Andersen is at the Fridtjof Nansen Institute, PO Box 326, N-1326 Lysaker, Norway.

ISSN 0143-6597 print; 1360-2241 online/00/030441-16 Ó 2000 Third World Quarterly 441

Andersen’s (2000) focus: 

1. Structural adjustment programs 

2. Multiparty democratization 

3. Peace negotiations & implementation
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3. Environmental factors & Rwanda’s genocide
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4. Youth bulges & conflict
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“I believe the children are our future. Teach 
them well and let them lead the way”
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26 Homicide in Australia: 2008–09 to 2009–10 National Homicide Monitoring Program annual report

the overall proportion of offenders, resulting in a 
rate of offending that was five times higher (7.1 
per 100,000), when compared with the equivalent 
homicide rate of 1.3 per 100,000 among the non-
Indigenous population.

As with their non-Indigenous counterparts, 
Indigenous offenders were more likely to be male 
(n=69; 85%) than female (n=12; 15%; see Table 
C7). Both male and female Indigenous offenders 
were overrepresented; however, the extent of 
overrepresentation was greatest among the 
Indigenous male population. For example, during 
the 2009–10 reporting period, the rate of offending 
among Indigenous males was close to six times 
(12.8 cf 2.2 per 100,000) higher than among non-
Indigenous males. By contrast, the rate of offending 
among the Indigenous female population was less 
pronounced, although still more than three times 
higher than the non-Indigenous female population 
(1.4 cf 0.4 per 100,000).

Despite these results, the overall rate of offending 
for both male and female Indigenous offenders has 
decreased, with the overall rate reaching an historic 
low of 7.1 offenders per 100,000. The decline in 
the offending rate in recent years has been most 
pronounced for female Indigenous offenders.

Most Indigenous offenders killed a victim who was 
also identified as an Indigenous person (n=47; 
58%). This was evident for both Indigenous female 
offenders (n=7; 58%) and for Indigenous male 
offenders (n=40; 58%). The types of homicides 
committed by Indigenous male offenders were more 
varied. For example, of the known relationships, 
46 percent killed a family member (n=32), 29 
percent killed a friend or acquaintance (n=20) and 
22 percent killed a stranger (n=15). Two homicides 
involving male Indigenous offenders could not be 
classified because the relationship to the victim was 
not known at the time of reporting. For Indigenous 
female offenders, 83 percent of homicides (n=10) 
were classified as domestic-related, while only two 
incidents (17%) were classified as acquaintance 
homicides.

Offender criminal history
Throughout 2008–09 and 2009–10, more than two 
in five (n=277; 45%) offenders had a prior criminal 
history involving at least one conviction (see Table 
16). The remaining 55 percent of offenders (n=334) 
did not have a known recorded criminal history.

Table 15 Homicide offender age in years by sex, 2008–10a

Male offenders Female offenders All offendersb

Years of age n % n % n %

Under 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

1–9 0 0 0 0 0 0

10–14 6 1 0 0 6 1

15–17 31 6 1 1 32 5

18–24 136 26 6 9 142 24

25–34 135 26 22 32 157 27

35–49 149 29 29 43 178 30

50–64 47 9 7 10 54 9

65+ 12 2 3 4 15 3

Total 516 68 584

Mean age 32.7 37.8 33.2

Median age 29 38 30

a: Percentages may not total 100 due to rounding

b: Data excludes offenders whose age was not reported

Source: AIC NHMP 2008–10 [computer file]

Source: Andy Chan & Jason Payne. 2013. Homicide in Australia, 2008-2010. Australian Institute of  Criminology: 28.
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known, just over one in three (n=156; 36%; see 
Table 17) were employed; over two in every five 
were unemployed (n=182, 42) and almost one in 10 
were studying (n=36; 8%). Only a small proportion of 
offenders were undertaking domestic duties (n=10; 
2%).

Congruent with historical trends, the overall 
prevalence of unemployment among homicide 
offenders remains greater among male offenders 
compared with female offenders (43% cf 38%; see 
Table 17). Women were more likely than men to be 
undertaking domestic duties (12% cf 1%) at the time 
of the incident.

Offender suicide
Of the 611 homicide offenders identified in 2008–09 
and 2009–10, 20 committed suicide (3%) at 
the time or shortly after the incident. All of these 
offenders were male. All but one (n=19) offender 
committed suicide prior to their arrest, while one 
offender committed suicide after being arrested, 
either in police custody or while on bail. Most of 
those who committed suicide did so following a 
domestic homicide (n=16), particularly intimate 
partner homicides (n=12). A further four offenders 

committed suicide as a result of a filicide, while 
the remaining domestic homicide-related suicides 
occurred after the offender killed some other family 
member.

Familicide is a term used to describe a special case 
of domestic homicide where the offender not only 
kills the children in the family, but also their intimate 
partner and themselves (suicide). Throughout 
2008–09 and 2009–10, there was only one homicide 
involving the death of both an intimate partner and 
a child; however, in that case, the offender did not 
commit suicide following the incident.

Conclusion
A key function of the NHMP is to communicate the 
most current data and most recent assessments 
of homicide to key stakeholders, namely state 
and territory police services, local, state and 
federal levels of governments, non-government 
organisations, research agencies and the general 
public. NHMP records can support jurisdictions by 
helping to develop an in-depth understanding of 
specific types of homicide. Jurisdictions are able to 
access to longitudinal patterns in lethal violence to 

Figure 20 Employment status of homicide offenders by age group in years, 2008–10 (%)
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Source: http://chartsbin.com/view/2866

Median age, 2011

http://chartsbin.com/view/2866


Country Age

Uganda 15

Gaza Strip 15

Burundi 17

Rwanda 18.8

Indonesia 29.6

Vietnam 29.6

New Zealand 37.7

USA 37.8

Australia 38.4

United Kingdom 40.4

France 41.1

Netherlands 42.3

Germany 46.5

Japan 46.5

Source: CIA World Facebook (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2177.html) 

Median age, 2015

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2177.html


53Source:https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ug.html

How do youth bulges lead to violence?

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ug.html


Urdal (2006) mentions both motive and opportunity arguments but says they 
have same empirical implications: 

H1: Mere size (+) 

H2: Demographic dividend*bulge (-) 

H3: Economic growth*bulge (-) 

H4: Higher education*bulge (+) 

H5: Urbanisation*bulge (+) 

H6: Autocracy*bulge (+) 

Homer-Dixon (1999) might suggest structural scarcity due to unequal 
distribution.
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Why are youth bulges so dangerous?
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4. Youth bulges & conflict
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Image source: Washington Post (https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/
WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-
City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com)

5. Urbanisation & conflict

https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
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Can you think of  another interactive relationship 
that may explain youth bulges link to conflict? 

Lecture question #2



54% of  the world’s population lives in urban areas in 2014.  

3.9 billion in urban areas 

3.4 billion people in rural areas 

Source: United Nations. 2014. “World Urbanisation Prospects.” 
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Urbanisation trends
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Region % Urban

Australia 86.24

North America 82

Latin America & Caribbean 80

Europe 73

Asia 48

Africa 40

Regional urbanisation rates
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7

Trends in urbanization

Globally, more people live in urban areas than in rural areas. In 2007, for the first time in 
history, the global urban population exceeded the global rural population, and the world 
population has remained predominantly urban thereafter (figure 2). The planet has gone 
through a process of rapid urbanization over the past six decades. In 1950, more than two-
thirds (70 per cent) of people worldwide lived in rural settlements and less than one-third 
(30 per cent) in urban settlements. In 2014, 54 per cent of the world’s population is urban. 
The urban population is expected to continue to grow, so that by 2050, the world will be one-
third rural (34 per cent) and two-thirds urban (66 per cent), roughly the reverse of the global 
rural-urban population distribution of the mid-twentieth century (also see Annex Table I).

Figure 2.
Urban and rural population of the world, 1950–2050

2050
2045

2040
2035

2030
2025

2020
2015

2010
2005

2000
1995

1990
1985

1980
1975

1970
1965

1960
1955

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
(m

ill
io

ns
)

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

1950

Urban

Rural

Levels of urbanization vary greatly across regions. In 2014, high levels of urbaniza-
tion, at or above 80 per cent, characterized Latin America and the Caribbean and North-
ern America. Europe, with 73 per cent of its population living in urban areas, is expected 
to be over 80 per cent urban by 2050 (!gure 3). Africa and Asia, in contrast, remain mostly 
rural, with 40 per cent and 48 per cent of their respective populations living in urban 
areas. Over the coming decades, the level of urbanization is expected to increase in all 
regions (also referred to as major areas), with Africa and Asia urbanizing faster than the 
rest. Nevertheless, these two regions, which are projected to reach 56 and 64 per cent 
urban by mid-century, respectively, are still expected to be less urbanized than other 
regions of the world.

A majority of the 
world’s population 
lives in urban areas

Source: United Nations. 2014. “World Urbanisation Prospects.” p. 7. 
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World Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision8

Figure 3.
Urban and rural population as proportion of total population, by major areas, 1950–2050

In 2014, sixteen countries still have low levels of urbanization, i.e. below 20 per cent. 
!e largest among them, with total populations of 10 million inhabitants or more, include 
Burundi, Ethiopia, Malawi, Niger, South Sudan and Uganda in Africa and Nepal and Sri 
Lanka in Asia (see Map 1). By 2050, all of these countries are expected to become signi"-
cantly more urbanized, with as much as twice their respective proportions urban in 2014. 
In contrast, 59 countries are already more than 80 per cent urban. Among those with 
populations of at least 10 million inhabitants, the most highly urbanized countries are 
Belgium (98 per cent urban), Japan (93 per cent), Argentina (92 per cent) and the Nether-
lands (90 per cent). By 2050, 89 countries are expected to become more than 80 per cent 
urban. When interpreting the di#erences in levels of urbanization across countries, it is 
important to keep in mind the heterogeneity of the urban de"nition across countries.

Africa and Asia are urbanizing more rapidly than other regions of the world. !e 
rate of urbanization, measured as the average annual rate of change of the percentage 
urban, is highest in Asia and Africa, where currently the proportion urban is increasing 
by 1.5 and 1.1 per cent per annum, respectively. Regions that already have relatively high 
levels of urbanization are urbanizing at a slower pace, at less than 0.4 per cent annually 
("gure 4). In general, the pace of urbanization tends to slow down as a population becomes 
more urbanized.

Urbanization has 
occurred in all major 
areas, yet Africa and 
Asia remain mostly 
rural
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Just a few countries are home to half of the world’s urban population. China has 
the largest urban population (758 million), followed by India (410 million). !ese two 
countries account for 30 per cent of the world’s urban population and, with another "ve 
countries, the United States of America (263 million), Brazil (173 million), Indonesia (134 
million), Japan (118 million) and the Russian Federation (105 million), account for more 
than half of the world’s urban population.

Future increases in the world’s urban population are also expected to be highly con-
centrated in just a few countries ("gure 7). Taken together, China, India and Nigeria are 
projected to account for 37 per cent of the increase of nearly 2.5 billion people in the urban 
population by 2050. Between 2014 and 2050, the urban areas are expected to grow by 404 
million people in India, 292 million in China and 212 million in Nigeria. Seven other 
countries, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, the United Republic of Tanzania, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia and Pakistan, and the United States of America, are projected to 
contribute more than 50 million each to the urban increment and will constitute together 
another 20 per cent of the total increase in urban population. In a few countries, the urban 
population will decrease, despite projected increases in the level of urbanization. !e larg-
est declines between 2014 and 2050 are projected for Japan, with a decline of 12 million 
urban dwellers and for the Russian Federation, expected to decline by 7 million.

Figure 7.
Contribution to the increase in urban population by country, 2014 to 2050

China and India will 
contribute more than 
one third of the global 
urban population 
increase between 2014 
and 2050

Note: The countries shown are projected to contribute 25 million or more to the global urban increment 
between 2014 and 2050. The category “Other countries” includes countries with urban increments 
of less than 25 million each.
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63Image source: Washington Post (https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-
City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com)

How might urbanisation lead to conflict?

https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com


Urbanization can lead to scarcity—especially fresh 
water. 

Goldstone (2016) suggests that urbanisation that is not 
matched by increased job opportunities and economic 
growth can increase risk of  violence. 

Social and cultural change in dense cities may also reduce 
opportunity costs.
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Urbanisation & conflict
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Urbanisation makes it easier for people with grievances to coordinate and 
act on their grievances.  

Urbanisation also makes it easier for governments to control their 
population and provide services.  

Do you think urbanisation is an important driver of  conflict? 

Lecture question #3
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Image source: Washington Post (https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/
WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-
City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com)

5. Urbanisation & conflict

https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com
https://img.washingtonpost.com/rw/2010-2019/WashingtonPost/2015/05/11/Interactivity/Images/01-Urban-Animal-Sprawling-City1431379265.jpg?env=A&utm_source=reddit.com


68Image source: Reuters (https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/gaza-
bombing-israel-palestine-rocket-fire-airstrike-a9682231.html)

6. A brief  Gaza Strip case study

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/gaza-bombing-israel-palestine-rocket-fire-airstrike-a9682231.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/gaza-bombing-israel-palestine-rocket-fire-airstrike-a9682231.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/gaza-bombing-israel-palestine-rocket-fire-airstrike-a9682231.html
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Source: CIA Factbook (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html;  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/attachments/maps/GZ-map.jpg) 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html


Population: 1,9571,062 (July 2021 est.) 

Area: 360 sq.km.  (less than 1/6th of the ACT ’s 2,358 sq.km.)

Pop. density: 5,328 per sq.km. (ACT’s is 151)

Median age: 18

Urbanization: 77.3%  (2022 est.)

Unemployment (total): 27.9 (2017 est.) 
             (Youth): 42%

Source: CIA Factbook
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Gaza Strip fast facts



71Source: CIA Facebook (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html)

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html


72Source: ACLED (https://acleddata.com/dashboard/#/dashboard)

https://acleddata.com/dashboard/#/dashboard


73Source: UCDP (https://ucdp.uu.se/statebased/477)

https://ucdp.uu.se/statebased/477


74Source: UCDP (https://ucdp.uu.se/statebased/477)

https://ucdp.uu.se/statebased/477
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Gaza ties into next week’s migration discussion


